ii2        Some Neglected Aspects of War
however, fails to observe that our Lord's consecutive expression accepts without implication of rebuke the probable course of an earthly state, confined, in redressing evil, to earthly weapons. " If My kingdom were of this world then would My servants fight, that I should not be delivered unto the Jews." x Every independent state is a kingdom of this world. Its subjects, or citizens, if confronted by the prospect of innocent blood being shed, or of their Ruler being slain (their government destroyed), are justified in resisting by force. Material evil-doing would be met by physical force, and our Lord Intimates no condemnation. He who knew all things, and could at will summon twelve legions of angels,2 understood what the case demanded, and could properly refrain from what after all, had He summoned them, would have been the use of force supernatural; just as He abstained in His temptation from supplying His wants by His supernatural power.3 He willed at His betrayal to allow violent evil to work its will; for He and He alone, then knew that in the counsels of God it
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